
Additional Detail Regarding MA & PDP CAHPS Weighting of Measures 

within MA Contracts 

and Sampling of MA-PD and MA-Only cases 

How weights are constructed 

For each stratum defined by contract and coverage type (MA-PD or MA-Only), the weights of 
individual responses are defined as the ratio of the number of survey-eligible beneficiaries in the 
stratum to the number of respondents in the stratum. Thus, when there are both MA-PD and 
MA-Only beneficiaries in the same contract, the ratios for these two strata are calculated 
separately, regardless of whether the strata were sampled at different rates. A contract can 
calculate these weights using its own counts of survey-eligible beneficiaries and respondents. 
The weighted unadjusted estimates of contract means are defined in the usual way as  

where whk is the weight for respondent k in contract h and yhk is the observed value of variable y 
for that respondent.

Sampling Design: Sampling of MA-PD and MA-Only cases within Contracts1 

If the fraction of a contract’s enrollment that is MA-Only is very small (< 1%), we drop the MA-
Only sample requirement for the contract and draw the entire sample from the MA-PD portion. 
Similarly, in contracts in which MA-PD beneficiaries make up a very small portion (< 1%) of the 
enrollment, the entire sample is drawn from the MA-Only enrollees. 

Otherwise, if the proportion of beneficiaries in MA-PD is less than 40% or greater than 80%, we 
allocate the sample between MA-PD and MA-Only proportionally using the following formula: 

MA-PD sample = min (NR, MA-PD enrollment) 
MA-Only sample = min (N – MA-PD sample, MA-Only enrollment) 

where R is the proportion of MA-PD enrollment in the contract, 

R = (MA-PD enrollment) / (total enrollment). 

and N is the required sample size (including any sample expansion requested by the contract, and 
limited by total enrollment in the contract). 

In contracts where the proportion of beneficiaries in MA-PD is between 40% and 80%, we 
sample MA-PD beneficiaries at a higher rate than MA-Only beneficiaries in order to improve the 
accuracy of the Part D measures for the contract, while limiting the variance increase for the Part 

1 This section describes how sampling proportions of MA-PD and MA-Only beneficiaries are determined within 
some MA contracts, but it is not necessary to calculate this proportion to calculate weights or contract scores. 



C measures due to disproportionate sampling from the MA-PD and MA-Only strata. The fraction 
of sample allocated to MA-PD is calculated by the following formulas: 
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 where 2 1b C R= + − ,  R = PD enrollment rate in 

contract, and C = maximum allowed variance inflation, which for MA is set to 1.2. Then the 
MA-PD sample is min (Np, MA-PD enrollment). 

 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Weighting detail FINAL.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Melissa Hartman, Project Manager, mhartman@hsag.com



		Organization: 

		Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), SR&A







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



